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SECRETS OF THE

SHiToN

ne hour of fishing and
;' over a dozen fish of
¢ three different species
i 1o the boat. Not bad.
" b But not as good a8 it
can get at the Saltor: Sez in Southern
California. If you can get past the bad
hype, bad publicity and sormetimes the
bad smell, you can experience the best
fishing to be found in California. In
fact, same even say Salton Sea has the
best fishing in the world.

A scientific fisheries study released
just this past year, part of a $3 miliion
survey to0 be completed by 2002 and
| headed up by Barry Cosma-Plerce,

direcror of the Natonal Oceanic and
. Atmospheric Administrations Sea

mile-long sea produces more fish than
almost anywhere else on the planet,”

adding the Salton Seais ... home to
one of the most producdve fisheries in
the werld.”

Beyond the fishing, - though, this
vast inland sea is critical to more than
400 species of birds, and many species
of fsh, fowl, mammals and inverte-
brates, many of them threstsned or
endangered, and entrely dependent
apnn the survival of the Salton Ses for

~ their own continued existence. And
man himself will find his very health
and well-being threatened should this
vast bodv of water die or dry up.
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- we have to do is keep

Grant Program, sald “The ﬁshery_.: i
study found that for it size, the 35-1))
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A recent study

confirms the Salton
Sea is the best fishing

in California. Now alj

the fish and the

L ecosysterm alwe

i

b $

putTpoe

Impossible? Not at all, and the
death of the Salton Sea, despite its
current healthy fishery and high pro-
ducrvity rate, is a distner possibility
with current “water conservation”
measures, twansters of water flows and
a growing thirst for water by an ever-

growing popeladon grown accus-

tomed t0 water waste in an arid desert.

. The Salton Sea kes up 380 square
miles of Southern California landsoape
and is zbout 228 feet befow sez lavel, and
yet It is virtually ignored by everyone in
the state, including most anglers, visizors,

“waterskiers, and even politcians. Even
- man} of the locals want it to be kept

“nvisible,” because they cherish their
private backyard playground. Some even
refuse to admit there could be 2 problem
with this vast ml.md ocean. But problems

* there are.

" Its taken de'cades to mike some-
thing ag l:ug as the Salton Sea so invie-
ible, but it was finally accomplished

§ 1 through the combmed effores of farm-

ers who need it'as an agnculrura;
mmp, its ofﬁo 1l legislative designa-
tion, and its”improper depiction as
ing a "‘ménmnde” ‘body of weter.
At Qescnpuon hss been, and still is,
pero by the"Métropolitan Water
stm:g_‘and is, actually now sdll par-

red: I? gimost “every major medis
@rce ‘irielddin 7 the Associated Press.

Blind acceptance by the media of
the Saiton Sea 15 & *manmade™ body
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of water, from the local press w
Narional Geograpbic and the Associated

- Press, through the insistence of farm- | I

ers and water-mongers who want the

water that flows into the Salton Sea, |

has sesulted in polidcians writing off
Salton Sea as & visble spot for recre-
ation, visitation, habitation, protection
or even discussion. -

Even the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is reluctant to take action
to protect this thriving ecosysterm, and
the threatened and endangered species
therein, besed on the hisrorical and
inaccurate rhetoric that Salton Sea is
“manmade.” They only want to pro-
tect that which is "natural,” regardiess
of the insceuracy of claims of Saiton
Sea being “matunade,” and the current
dependency on the sea of threarened
and endangered species.

Fortunarely, Mother Nature has
sezn fir vo completely ignore the dic-
tates ¢f man (and polidcians,) and has
contnved to naintain the Salton Ses
a5 one of the maos: fiourishing and lifs-
flled bodies of water in California, the
United Swates, and maybe even the
world. But thar can, and will, change
unless steps are taken to construct one
of the programs designed to begin
lowering the salt content of the Salton
Sea. Over the past few years there

M Top center, guide Ray Qamett of
Salton Sea Bsach Is one of the only
guldas laft. Right, drainage ditches ke
the Johnson Street Draln, provide fresh
water to keep the ses's salinity diluted,
Abave, the state park system offers
planty of accomodations, .
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have been seasons of low or no fish
reproducton due to high salinity Jev-

els, and any extended such pattern !

would resnlt in no new fish, and death
of the existing adults would leave the
sea dead,

There ate no two ways about it one
of the largest ¢cological disasters ever o
occur in Californta, and possibly the
nation, would tke place should the
Salton Sea die, or dry up, both of which
are not only possible, but prabable, if
steps are not taken to ensure its survival,

Imagine, if you wil, the loss of
Salton Sea: Fish and wildlife and
endangered species that live there
would be gone; a vase salt and selenium
bed of dust of over 400 sguare miles
would be driven thronghout Southern

- Californiz with any wind; tourism in

Palm Springs, Palm Desert and the
eatire counties of Riverside, Imperial
and Coachella would disappesr with
the clouds of choling dust, Certairly
agriculture would disappear under the
dust, ead health problems would esca-
late to insurmountable proportions.
Here's the history of the Saiton Sea,
the story of dozens of battles that have
been waged to save it, where we stand
today, 2nd what must transpire to save
this magnificent body of water,
Higtorically, the Salton Sea Basin

'waspartcidleSeaofConezandits

upper reaches stretched into what is
now Indio. ] have found seashells and
freshwater clam shells from the ancient
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Lake Cahuilla while bunting quail near
the Thermat Airport, and there are
rumors of a Spanish galleon that saik
in the same srea while searching for an
inland passageway to the Pacific Ocean
from the Sea of Cortez,

Eventuglly the Colorada River
built up a and bridge through its ever-
growing, ever-moving alluvial fan -
sometimes -flowing into the Salon
Sink and somedmes into the Sea of
Cortez. At this point the inland lake,
now cut off from the Sea of Correz
and known a3 Lake Cabuilla, filled the
Imperial Valley and was far larger than
the Salon Sea. Fluws from the
Colorado River kept it fresh enough
to harbor freshwater fish, and even
trout. The Cahuilla Indians “aetrec”
fish #itier while it was part of the Ses
of Crorrez, or while it was a huge
intand sea, constructing rock enclo-
sures that would filf with the incoming
waters and strand fish on the cusgo-
g, wiuch they collected, These fish
traps are stll visible in the foothills
above Balton Sea Beach, Salton City
and Desert Shores.

Finally the Colorado River mair-
tained a gready flow into the Sea of
Cortez, away from the Szlton Sink,
and the vast body of water evaporatsd,
leaving only widely scattered springs.
ponds, meandering rivers that disap-
peared into marshland and a few lin-
gering species such as the desert pup-
fish and some shorebird species. Lake
Cabuilla, however, the predecessot of
the Salton Ses, never went away
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entirely and, eventually, the Colorado
River again began its swings into dif-
ferent river courses -— now flowing
into the Sea of Cortez, and now jng
the Salton Sink.

It was becouse of these periodic
fluctuadons of Aow that the current
Salton Sea came into being when, in
1903, construction warkers trying to
divert part of the Colorado River back
into the Selton Sea Basin for irrigation
actually blew out a levee and the
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| Colorado River again did what i+ had |

been doing since pre-history: flowed
into the Salton Sea Basin and again
filled it with water. Because man was
involved with this huge snafu of trying
to harness Mother Nature, water-
mongers and firmers, afraid that any
protections given to the Salton Sea as
2 “natural” hody of water would hurt
their farming practices, called it “man-
made.” The nomenclature was wrong
| then and itk still wrong. The history

frSobedYvoD

B Degpite heroic attempts to hold back
the everrising Sabon Sea, some.
bulldings, homes and businesses, like
these at Bombay Beach, ware given up
for lost and niny provide reokeries for
bird life at the sea.

of the Salton Sea precedes our very
existence in California,

Since water flows downhill, i wasn't
hard for the nex step o be the officiai
designation of the Salron Sea as an
“agricultural sump,” not exactly g word
that encowrages devslopment, recre-
ation ot the thought of 2 vast, life-lled
playground. Fren so, the Salon Sea
became a hug: playgraund for those
looking for recreaton from 2} over
Southemn California,

* In more recent history, local, county,
stare and finally federal agencies recog-
nized the value of the Szlton Seq, but ax
the sarne time fzund 2 number of prob-
lerns that made it very difficult getting s
consensus to fix the problem.

In a dreft of addidions to the Salton
Sea Project Report dated Now. 16,
1973, from the United States Burean
of the Interior, Bureaw of Reclama-

' ton, Southern California Planning

Feeruary 2010
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Office, 2ad Lower Colorado Region,
the Program Manager of the Salton
Sea Project, A.O. Pecl, stized the

. problems confronting the Salon Sea

— problems thar still existrroday:

— Salinity: Inflow to the Sea trans-
porets dissolved salts and, because there
is no surface cutflow, salinity is incress-
ing. Continuation of dus rise in salinjty
will eventually eliminate fish bfe and
create unfavorsble condiviens for recre-
ation and seashore development.

— Water level: An imbalance he-
rween historic inflows and evaporation
has caused unseable water levels which
have adversely affected public end pri-
vate property. Future rising levels

could affect drainage from surround--

ing farmdands and could also inundare
shoreline developments. Falling levels
could necessitate abandonment, relo-

N Hundredsy of thousands of ducks and
gasse use the eea and nearby Wistar
State Wikdiife Aefuge for seasonnl
homaes. Neery 400 specles depand an
the sea for survival,

cation or modification of existng
shoreline faciiities.

— Algae blooms: Inflow to the sex
also oensports Jarge quantides of min-
eral nutrients, which produce abundant
growths of algae. Algae blooms discol-
or the water and, upon death and
decomposition, often caunse temporary
snaxic condidons locally. These condi-
tions occagionally prove fawal to fish-and
produce unpleasant odors.
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The above pleces of the puzzle can
all be fitted rogether easily in today’
Salton Sea, but the story of life in the
Salton Sea is the very beginning, and
it's fascinating.

In referring to records of the

Salton Sea Coordinating Council, an

arganization headed up by this writer
ard begun in 1984 to help solve the
problems of the Salton Sea, the sea
provided rhe best fishing of any body
of water in Californiz for years,
according to the DFG. The 9-fish
iimit for corvina was frequently
attained and many times exeeaded 100
pounds of fish, with corvina over 20
pounds commorn.,

After going through some slow
vears and relstively siow fishing due to
increased salinity that impacted
spawning, the corvina populaton is
now once again sarging upwards and
guality fish of 4 to [2 pounds are once
again prevalent throughout the Saiton
Sea, with bigger fish mixed in now and
then, As recendy as 12 years ago the
average size corving was more like 5 1o
15 pounds, with pleaty in the 18- to
25%-pound range.

Croaker suffersd cyciical changes
in popuiatior: mumbess as the compet-
ing clapia populations rose and fell
within the sea, and sargo suffered the
same fate. Sergo population levels
were 50 low a decade ago that repeatad
efforts by anglers to capturs some for
studies resulted in no fsh ac all. More
recently, however, corvina anglers
heve reported sargo being caught at
The Target and other areas in the sea,
so they are still in exisence.

“We don't know how many fish are
in the Salton Sea,” Terry Foreman, a
Department of Fish and Game biclo-
gist in the Chino office, told WO for
this story, “but with the increase in the
mumbers of tilapia, providing a
rebourd for the corvina fishery,

! they're numbered in the billions. The

total number of tilapia is staggering,
especially whea you consider fish Lills
on the order of 8 million fish, after
which it’s hard vo tell the difference in
population levels.”

"Those fish kills also igger romors

of pollution end unsafe fish to those
who don't kmow the mechanics of the
Salton Sea, In wwuch, the huge die-offs
at the Salton Ses and resultant piles of

dead and rotting fish alongside the sea, -
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MAI(E A GREA'I'
CATCH AT YOUR
LOCAL G3 DEALER.

DIABLO MARINE SERVICES

150 A& Dardi Ln,, Martingz, CA B4663

925-372-0855
SALINAS VALLEY MAIlIﬂE

%30 El Camino N., Salinas, CA 9300

831-443-1616
SUNDOWN MARING

T14E Mission Gorge, San Dingo, CA 82120

§19-287-1361

VALLEY CYCLE & RARINE
£361 $. Vills, Fresno, CA 93725

559-834-6995
BROWN'S LANDING

BOESS Brown's Landing CL.,
Scappooss, OR 97056

503-543-6526
DICK’S BOAT SHOP

§01 E. 700 8., Clearfield, UT BADIE

801-825-2173

ALL REARINE
10306 Martin Way E..-QOlympia, WA 98513
360-923-9535

THAVELAND RV & MARINE
§25 S. Eiy, Kennewick, WA 83336

509-586-8213

THAVELAND RV 5 MARINE
601 Grean Ferry Rd,, Post Faile, [D 83564

208-777-8100
TOWNSEND MARINE

1512 Hwy, 287 5., Townsend, MT 59644

406-266-5700

DEWEY'S COOR INLET
10D E. 76th, Anchorage, AK 99518

907-344-5092

RIVER & SEA MARINE
45075 B XK. Beach Ra., Seldatna, AK 99659

907-262-2690
FUi COUNTRY RV & MARINE

1¢52 E. Frontage Rd., Banson, AZ 85602

520-586-0024

FUN COUNTRY RV & MARINE|
19556 Hwy. 214, Belon, NM 87002

£05-861-3197
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B Above, angler Nell Pauly pulls In a fighting corvina, while st right tha author
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relaxes with & beautiful catch. Top left Is an sxcellent tiiapla Mozambique

specimen in full spawning colors. THapia are prolific In the Salton Sea.

are the result of a very simple and nat-
ural explznation: a high level of nutri~
ents in the sea. During cermin times of
the year those nutrients cause 2 massive
algze bloom in certain areas. The algae
produce oxygen when photosynthesiz-
inig, but when they die in large quant-

ties their decomposition vses up this
oxygen and that can produce lethal
conditions, This can create a “dead”
zone in the sea where all fish are killed,
Itk all perfectly natura! and has nothing
10 do with unhealthy water or abnor-
mally introduced chemicals ot toxins.

fFLTDoCcaToD

Notices in the California Depare-
ment of Fish and Game fishing regula-
tions warmned of high seleaiwm levels jn
fish from the Salton Sea, were incor-
rectly attributed to 2ll species of fsh,
whether they met the supposed “dan-
ga” waning levels or not. For
instance. while some species of fish
were considered above the imvented
“danger” level, other fish that were
under that level were also included in
the warning. More recent studies by
Costz-Pierce have confirmed that in

BIL KANT
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Wiich Striper boat?
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Family or Fis

Why Choose?

Life’s choices can be difficult. But thanks to the 2001 line of Striper
boats from Seaswirl, some key decisions can be made with relaive eaze.

From the 1730 Center Console to the 2600 Walkaround, youll find a
Striper model that fits the needs of both yuur loves — fishing and family.
‘(You have fun. They have fun, Everyone wins.)

Best of all, they're priced to keep your wiie on board with the decision.

Now for the really tough choice:

eV
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M The euthor's son Zach Karr of Yempe,
Arizong, with a limit of fat coryina
caught throwing lures In the south end
cf the sea. Far right, brackish waters
suppert thriving populations of birds,

1

checking tons of fish from the Salton
Sea,”... researchers did mor natice any
unusual percentage of abnormalities.”
That high natrient level in the
Salton Sea is 2 major concern for Dr.

Center for Inland Watery at the San
Diego Stte University, who said that
“high environmentally unsustainable
rates of (human) population growth in
the Salton Sea watershed and io those
parts of California hoping to siphon
water out of irare the greatsst medium
—- and long-term threats — to =
healthy Saltan Sea.”

Why? Because they cause two
things: a higher nutrient level flowing
into the Salton Sea and less water to
dilute those purrieats and counteract
the salinity of the sea,

. “These (referring to population
increases) will cause increased nutrient
inputs w0 the sea, further aggravaticg its

Stuart Hurlbert, Director of the |

WES | ERN UL DUUNKS

alresdy hyperenmrophic stats,” he contin-
ued. “They will favor increased water
diversions 1o coastal  California,
decreased Salton Sea inflows, and 2
shrinking and salder sea. They will
, icrease the cost of the engineering proj- |
t ecws needed o counter these trends.”

FlYDDSIMTD

Hudbert poins a finger direcdy at
high immigratdon rates as the most
controllable cause of the Salon Seas
long werm problems, and relares them
to the same environmenta) problems
that are now rampant in all of
California and the navon. Almost

‘ This Weekend?

Chedk out the entire 2001 line of Swiper boats

at your local Seaswirl dealer.

- SO0V Ht [STFRUIITEY

b

2000 Walkaround

wiww, geaswirl.oom

888.921.4662
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M Camping lakeside at Johnston's
Lending on the south shore ks Idosl for
anglers with thelr own boet. Below,
sonic lures lke this Rapala entice corvina
In tha low-visabliity waters of tha Sea.

every environmentsl excess i3 tzused-

by the impact of tso many people.
High salinity levels, however, are what
stop reproducdon in the Salton Sea.
Salivdty in the ocean is approximately
34,000 to 35,000 ppm, and the Salton Sea
currently is scmewhere between 41,000
44,000 ppm, although the salinity jevel

flucrastes seasonally with rainfall by as |

wmwuch 1,000 or 2,000 ppm.

Originally it was believed that
orvin 2 propagation would cease and
eggs would not hatch and survive as”

WEDIERN Uuluuxrd

salinity increased to 39,000 and 40,000
ppm, but the corvina themeelves
adapted to higher salinity levels and
apparently spawns have continued,
although not every year. As salinicy
increases there are only two options to
keep the Sea alive: 1} To mainwmin
some degree of freshwater input and
find answers to problems associated
with the resultant rising ses levels, or
Z) find a means 1o remove salts from
the Salton Sea.

During its heyday, the Salron Sea
saw surging growth along its shoreling

{flIMoDCaTan

and vse that reached a remarksble, for
those 19605 days, million recreation
days of use a year. Then ceme nmmjor
fluctuztions in the level of the sea and
floodirg of homes, businesses and
entire communities.. Major congtrac-
tion of dams and berms was required
to save: towns like Bombay Beach and
to protect valuable farmland in the
southeastern end of the sea.
Accusatjons began to fly, and wmking
the brunt of it was the Imperial
Irrigation District in Imperial County.
They were heralded as the “bad guys”

* MITCHELL
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for following simple farming pracrices
‘they had followed for decades. But any
inflow o the sea was deemed “damag.
ing" by homeowners and businesses
thar were flooded, and court cases went
against 71D, While the Imperial Itr-
. gadon Dismicr was being condermned
as the “bad guy,” in fact, the water flow-
ing from leached fields inte the drains
and evenmally the Salton Sea was keep-
ing this huge scosystem alive!

Since then, IID has done all it can
10 come up with water conservetion
plans o avoid “excess” drainage fows
into the Salton Sea, and at one point
they even sold 100,000 acre feet of

[l HiSTORY OF FiSH IN THE SALTON SEA

coording 1o & retantly published fish bulietin

by the Culifonis Department of Fish end
BGatne, “His:ory and stetus of introduced fishes in
Califarnia, 1871-1988." in wahich this writes is list-
8d &5 & SOWFCH, Prior 10 1948 the only figh in the
Salton Soa were the striped mutler, westam mos-
quitoish, deert pupfisk, common carp and pm-
bly some machete,

Long-jaty mudstokers wera Tourd is 1981, I
%953 it was raported that foyr different. pxpak-
Tians enanged by the TFG hed basn mais to the
Sea nf Gurw.. and. that 10,000 f‘ﬁh Trorthe Sea 1

ngamouth - |
]na whigh far 'ﬁars iers the | primety- f-shin thB
sea. In 195¢ the sérga and shietfin convirs. wers
‘a!su discaverad to have breading popu\aﬁms i
$he ses, end s6rmo had Bnd strl} heva. ast

popu!atmna thera, s b,

- Al gld, aaprggim

of 35 spemss
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“conserved” water to the Metropolitan
Water District in Los Angeles, which
they draw directly from the Colorado
River before it even reaches the
Imperial Valley. Thet, of course,
means that legs frech water reaches the
Salton Sea.

Exacerbating the problem is that the

| Metzopolitan Water District has put in

8 formal reguest for the rights of up to

: 40 percent of ¢l the inflows to the

SU¥TROIORS
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R Camping alongskie the Saiton See

can ba & very relaxing and fun . i
experience if done in the spring, winter -1
or fall before ternperatures got itn the ’
100-plus-degree tiracket.

Salton Sea, including the Whitewarer
River and the Alamo River. Obviously
they have no right to that water, but
they are imtent on stealing 25 mwch
water from the Jalon Sea as they can,
regardiess of the cutcome. No decision
has been reached as to their request as _
of our publication date. :
Plans to save the Salton Sea have
run the gamt of idess, including
muld billion-dollar plans and ones
that were once only in the $35-340 o
million bracket, but now are far more T
expensive due 1o infladon and govern- S
mental regulaticns that would require Co
extensive studies and possibly mitiga- :
ton egreements. In fact, a recent draft
environmenta! impsct statement
exzmining how to restore and main-
tain the Salton Sz was declared “inad-
equate” according to the TU.S

.- L
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Environmental Protection Agency,
because not enough attention was

given to “detail.” In their comments :
ofi the Salton Sea Reclamation Aot of |

1998, they guestioned its ecological
value to the nation. Obviously, nobody
from the EPA has ever been there.

. The one plen that was initially intro-
duced decades ago and stll offers the |
Jesst expensive and most beneficial .
opportunity for removing salts from ;
the sea is an enclosed dike systerms with-

in the body of water that would ace as
an evaporation pond, collecting salts

inside the enclosure and removing © |

them from the main body of the sea.
One stady done by Boyd E Thomas,
Chairman of the Salton Sea Advisory
Committee back in 197}, came up with
4 constrnetion cost of $35 millian for
the project, while the federal/state esti-
mate was 5130 million,

Au intensive study involving almast
200 pages, entided che Salton Sea
Project, Federal-State Feasibility
Report, Review Draft, was performed
by the ULS. Deparment of the
Interior and The Resources Agency of
Californiy in Avpust of 1973, and at
that time they determined:

“Based upon the findings of the
investigation it is concluded that:

1) Each of the four alternative plans
presentad i this report are economi-
cally and environmentally justified and
fnenciglly feasible,

2) Each of the four alternative plans
presented in LIS report are engineer-
ingly feasible . . .

3) Of the four alternative plans,
Plan 13 is the least-cost plan, with total

- FesRuary 2001
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I RA minimum size limit was put on

i | corving last year, as noted ot the boat.

AS OF MarcH |
M sT 2000
 CORVING MUST
e
8N

I construction costs estimeted to be
| $58,000,000.

4) If any of the four alrermadve
plans are surhorized, possible cost saw-
- ings by dredging the entire dike . . .
should be thoroughly investigated.

5} Reimbursable project costs allo-
cated o fish and wildlife recreation
and land enhancement can be repaid
with interest in 50 years or less, pro~

slip sinkers...and that's NG« BULL

|

a - Water Gremin G0

. 1610 Whitaker Avs,, White Baar Loke, MN 55110
mwmnmﬂmm

. launsh et Red Hill Marina at the far

south end of the Salton Sea. This arsa .
is one of tha ficet ta find great carvina
fishing in the spring,

j | vided the State of California adopts
i suitable repayment arrangements.”

The idea of ponding the sea for col-
lection of salts is good for that singu-
lar purpose, and may keep it alive
indefinitely, but other more involved
ideas were also considered.

One consideration was 2 lnk-up
with the Sea of Cortéz in Mexico. The
tinking of the Salton Sez with the Sea

I of Cortez for a free exchange of warer
I would flush the Salton Sea and mis the

waters with the much less saling waters
of the Cereez. Pumps would be used
to pump water up to the gravity fred
level from the Salton Sea, and thet the
downflow could run elecwie rurbines
generating power to be sold w help
defray pumping costs and to help the
power crunch carrentdy being seen in
California. Unfortunately, the sea is
too large w be diluted by any piping
system that could naw be imagined,
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M Drodging is a comnion sight at all of the marinas around the Seitan Sea bscause
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high winds and wave action move sand and slit very much ke winds move sand
dunss. Extrems care must be taken by small boaters on Safton Ses, as the shallow
WaTSr creates Waves and breakers in shurt order. Some peaple, the author noted,
have baen known to actuslly surf Salton Sea during blg storms.

At one stage this writer even

approached the Army Corp, of Engi-

neers about building an zctual shipping
channe] from San Telipe to the Salton
Sea complete with locks for the eleve-
" tion change. Rather than scoff at the
ides, they were willing to eonsider it if
the other various entities ageeed, At that
time, however, cowry, state and federal
authorities finally came together to forn
the Salton Sea Task Foroe to “begin,”
once again, workiog on 2 plan o save
the Salton Sea.

" &t that time my feeling was that I
had done all I could do for the Salton
Sea. The Salton Sea Coordinating
Council dissolved, leaving it up o
the county, state und federal govern-
ments vnder the auspices of the
Salton Sea Task Force 1o come up
with 1 decision. Bad call, because the
Salton Ses Task Force never amount-
. ed to anything, and its studies, ideas

and recommendations fell on the

everlasting “deaf ears” of 2 suate not |

willing to solve a major problem
within its borders.

Now, we are working with an entity
catled the Salton Sea Authority, which
has the cooperation of all entities
invoived end a budget vo work with.
The shove-named studies are being
provided to the Authority, and with
any huck there will be a consensus that
now, finatly, a project must be initiated
to save Salton Sea.

Salten Sea has so far withstcod the |
ravages of nawure and the reduction of
freshwater inflows to maintain an
incredible ecosystern of life that even
astounds sciendsm and biologists to

this day. Some say that with a body of
1 warer so full of life, its 2 long way

from death. Unformnately, the inex-
orable increase in salinity and come
pounding attempts at diverting fresh-
water and drain flows from the Salton
Sea will eventually snuff out that spark
of life. And once extinguished it will
be too late to heip. @, '

Bill Kmr is Redunod Empive edinr of
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ha Satton Sea Authorty, a joint pawers
agency contistiag of the counties of Riverside
and mpiat a3 well a5 the Impedal krigation
District ad the Cozchella Valiey Water District, is
seeking rost-efective, scientiticaliy-based solu-
tions for 118 Sea’s problams,
© The autherity -is working closely with the
Department of Interdor/ Buraau of Aeciamation,
the Torres Martinez Degert Gehuilla Trbe and
stata end fuderal agencies. THo sBparaie projscls
that addre s salivy issues wilk be vnder way by
fhe end of the year -
.- Tna surhority board aparoved 2 $1.43 million
cortraet i October, 2000, for gite work an an
anbances evapuration System piol project. New
year tha autharity wifl constrect and oparate serigs
of smei sclar svaporation ponds.

Enhansad sveporstion systems ronsist of
meghanical equipmant thet ereates and dispersas @
flne mist of water into 1he atncsphers, Once s
boma, droalets of water avaperats whils the sal
falls rto 4 conteinment ares The microscopit
droplets greaty increase tha surface area of weter

Soiar ponds heve been Lead by the salt meking
industry S hundeack of years and the pilat orojest
will evalume whether they car also be usec i
salinity serystion meposes & inie sea: That Duect
weli continng for at lacsra yas:.

The & hetity alse hos bocr engagoed in 2
partnarship with the LS. Fish and Wildiifs
Servite, slationg! Wilcite Hea'th Cemer end
Calitoria Fiss and Ceme in & wildiife dissase
management pragram an the Saiton Sea thatis
zlraaty swovsing results. Additionstly, t has
helped acirass some of the aesthetic issuss by
assisting sha Selon Ciy Community Servces
District in & shoredine cieanud pogram.

Megrnsile, the authorty and vthers are slec
jooking tc wivate indnstry for potential salltons o
the $ee’s crowded tilapia popitation. The Autmority
Yas hired £ expert in Fapla, fish markets and pro-
cessing methods wha hag wtkasd with many of e
Ak [H0G33S0NS aiong the West Coast ta eveluaie
the petential carreercial uses of the seat fish.

Harvestrg some ai the ranicly reproducing fish
would a2 st in nudriert semovel from tha 'eke’s
overly rod gcosysem. Ansther potaial banefit
fram a harvest wondd be heslthiar fsh stock that
fkaly wou'd b subect to less dramatic dis-offs.

B  Tom Kirk
Executive Divector
Sattan Sea Authoiy

Western Ourdoor News. He war divecor
of the Iniand Wedands Coalition, Divector
for the Saian Sea Coordinaring Cowncil and
crorrently is president of the Outddoor Writers
Association of Qulifermia. e alwo sitr on the
Vouth Adviswy Group for the Califernia
Waterfow! Asociation and is ¢ member of
the Aduivey Commuittoe 10 the DFUT Game
Bird Hevitage Progrant. Karr has been inti-
raate with Saltan Sea since {959 and wrote
the baok Fishing Salton Sea
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exposed to 2 il thus snheraing svaporation tates. |




